Vanderbilt University Medical Center celebrates the 1,000th heart transplant
NASHVILLE, Tenn., June 2, 2017, --Vanderbilt Heart and Vascular Institute is hosting a
speaking engagement and reception for the 1,000th heart transplant in Langford Auditorium at
5:15 p.m. on June 12, 2017. All transplant recipients and family members are encouraged to
attend this event. Reservations can be made on Eventbrite. Admission is free, but donations are
encouraged to benefit research for heart transplants.
Over a four-day period, 5 heart transplants were performed, which is when VUMC reached the
1,000th heart transplant. Walter H. Merrill, M.D., professor of cardiac surgery and senior
associate chief of staff, has a special tie to VUMC because he performed the center’s first heart
transplant in 1985.
“We want to use this day to celebrate all 1,000 patients and how much progress has been made
with heart transplants,” Merrill said. “We now have better drugs to prevent and treat organ
rejection and better treatments to support the patients on the transplant list.”
Vanderbilt Heart and Vascular Institute is also celebrating another accolade they received this
year. According to Organ Procurement and Transplant Network, VUMC is the second busiest
heart transplant program in the country and is ranked number one in the southeast region for its
volume. In 2016, 92 transplants were performed, which is a record for the hospital. This event
serves as a celebration for the extra memories given to the recipients and their family members
due to the life-saving procedure.
For More Information, visit: https://www.vanderbilthealth.com/heart/13714
https://www.vanderbilthealth.com/transplant/27726
http://www.eventbrite.com/vanderbiltheartcelebration

About Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Vanderbilt University Medical Center is a leading healthcare provider for the southeastern region
of the United States. Patient care, research, and biomedical education are provided by the center,
which receives referrals throughout the Mid-South. The hospital has received numerous awards
due to the efforts of the providers striving to maintain phenomenal health for all paitients.
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Vanderbilt Heart and Vascular Institute
presents

Celebrating 1,000

In honor of the 1,000th heart transplant.

Join us on June 12 at Langford Auditorium at 5:15 p.m.
A reception will follow. Reserve your seat at:
www.eventbrite.com/vanderbiltheartcelebration

